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2016 has been an important year for the organic sector in Italy: + 20% of 

the market of organic products controlled and certified in compliance

with the EU regulations.

� Growth has been led by the Large-scale Retail Channel : the purchase

of organic products has exceeded 1 billion Euros (as compared to 737 

million in 2014 and 873 million in 2015). 

� The network of ORGANIC specialised stores : over 1 thousand points

of sale, ending the year with the + sign.

� An excellent trend has been observed in «other channels", where

catering services emerge: in the first nine months of 2016 they have

accounted for over 90% of 2015 turnover.

dati Nielsen-ISMEA

� Moreover, the 

data on 

employment

showed an 18.4% 

increase compared

to 2015.

FIGURES ON ORGANIC AGRICULTURE IN ITALY

A total area of over 1.3 million hectares, over 55,000 operators, a turnover of nearly 4 

billion Euros. 



… is guaranteed by the system of first and second level checks :

� To protect consumers and ensure fair competition

� Checks involve all steps of the chain, from production to marketing, including collection and 

analysis of samples, and are carried out by:

� Inspection bodies accredited by MIPAAF by way of decree

� ICQRF Inspectorate for quality control and fraud repression

� ACCREDIA  national body authorised by the State to undertake accreditation activities

In 2015 ICQRF carried out 2,074 checks, with a control for nearly 2,700 products and 1,700 operators.

ORGANIC  FARMING…

… contributes

To environmental protection, animal welfare and development of rural areas, it shows the best economic

and employment performances of the whole Italian agrifood sector



TEN ACTIONS:

1 – organic approach in rural development plans

2 – supply chain policies

3 – organic Made in Italy and institutional communication

4 – organic farming and green public procurement

5 – simplification of organic legislation

6 – training, information and transparency

7 - paperless organic approach - computerisation

8 – revision of the legislation on controls (d.lgs 220/95) 

9 – import controls

10 – plan for research and innovation in organic farming

http://www.reterurale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/15865

FOUR PRINCIPLES: 

� coordination in development efforts

� consumer protection

� simplification

� research

THE ORGANIC NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN 

A long-term strategy aiming at providing clear lines of organic farming

development with a view to coordinating support policies and offering

concrete responses to agricultural operators:



� To preserve the food production potential on a sustainable basis

throughout the EU, so as to guarantee long-term food security

� To support farming communities that provide the European

citizens with quality, value and diversity of food produced

sustainably

� To maintain viable rural communities, for whom agriculture is an 

important economic activity creating local employment

The European Commission recognises the key role 

of organic farming in achieving the following 

objectives : 



Organic farming in Italian Regions’ strategies

Regions play a crucial role.  

RDPs are an important tool to assess the potential for Italian organic farming enhancement. 

On average, 9.1% of RDP financial

resources are intended for 

financing OF. 

In defining Rural 

Development 

Programmes (RDPs) each 

Region has assigned a 

specific role to organic 

farming, within its own 

strategy, as in previous 

programming,



APULIA’S RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

- EAFRD- 2014-2020 

Measure 11 – Organic Farming
Art. 29 Reg. (EU) No 1305/2013
D.A.G. n. 50   of 01/04/2016 - BURP 38/2016

Sub-measure 11.1 – Support for conversion to organic farming methods = favouring the conversion

of areas under conventional or integrated production to organic farming methods.

Commitment period for conversion to organic farming methods: 2-3 years, depending on the crop.

Sub-measure 11.2 – Support for maintaining organic farming practices and methods = payments to 

maintain organic farming practices and methods in areas that are already fully converted

Commitment period : 5 years



Misura - Tipo di 

operazione

Disponibilità totale Di cui per trascinamenti

M 11 – Agricoltura 

Biologica

Totali 207.909,00 Meuro

di cui 125,840 Meuro quota 

FEASR

Totali 90,909 Meuro

di cui 55,000 Meuro quota 

FEASR

Sottomisura 2016 

(Meuro)

2017 

(Meuro)

2018 

(Meuro)

2019 

(Meuro)

2020 

(Meuro)

11.1 6,00 6,00 6,00 6,00 6,00

11.2 35,60 35,60 35,60 35,60 35,60

Financial allocation for Measure 11



(Fonte BIOBANK OPEN PROJECT)

The evolution of organic farming in Puglia



Total operators 8,640 

TOTAL UAA : 202,594 ha

Sub-measure 11.1 

Conversion: 4,085 operators 

UAA: 74,585 ha

Sub-measure 11.2 

Maintenance: 4,555 operators 

UAA: 128,009 ha

RDP 2014/2020 – Data concerning  Measure 11  “Organic farming”

The Call for Proposals of Measure 11 has resulted in a considerable 

increase in the number of Apulian organic operators, as compared to 

2015:

Operators in 2015 : 6,143 

Operators in 2016:  10,036

+ 3.893
(Fonte BIOBANK OPEN PROJECT)



Organic farming in 

Puglia

Organic operators  per 

category (%), Puglia 2016

Organic UAA broken down by  

macrouses (ha), Puglia 2016



Georeferencing of organic

areas. Maps of  Puglia Region’s

Geographic Information System



Regional Organic Farming Observatory
(www.biologicopuglia.it)

� Info-desk and management of the organic portal

� Documentary check

� Monitoring the sector of regional organic products

� Studying the national, European and international policies with special emphasis on 

the Mediterranean area

� Sending data to the Organic Information System (SIB)

� Data management and statistics

It enables :

� The notification to be filled in by operators

� Consultation of the control and certification system  activity by the 

Region and the Ministry

FUNCTIONS:



Digitisation of the hard copy of notification

Setting up a data bank including all Apulian organic farms

SIB

www.sian.it

Reduction of paper-based

documents

Continuous updating of data

Farm File

www.sian.it

� List of organic operators broken down per category (Producers, Preparators, 

CBs, UAA)

� Sectoral studies

� Historical archive and statistical data processing

BIOBANK

www.biologicopuglia.it



The organic operator: what he 

has to do?

Inserting a notification depends on the existence of the farm dossier (simplified in 

the case of processors).

Information included in the dossier (general data, land registry parcels, 

macrouses, etc..) is acquired and constitutes the basis of notification.

2. He/She inserts detailed information on organic farming.

3. He/She issues and prints the notification.

On-line notifications

1. He/She fills in the notification of organic farming activity and undertakes to conduct his/her  

farm  applying organic farming methods



T = temporary means that the document is BEING PROCESSED;

R = issued means that the document has been completed; 

A = acquired (or officially received ) means that the document has been filed in the regional records with 

a given reference number.

Administrative transparency, for each step

The data concerning the farms, which applied for RDP funding, are imported in 

the system 

Automated checks are carried out on data consistency between RDP –

NOTIFICATION  with regard to notified parcels and surface areas  broken down for 

each macrouse

Automated preliminary assessment 

for RDP

Benefits for operators



Proxy, notification or termination without

BARCODE are not accepted

Anomalies in the submission of documents

The BARCODE is unique for each notification 

filled-in 



All operators who have indicated, in 

their notification, activities relating to 

the sale of organic products, may fill-in 

the marketing section.

Operators with organic food stores

Each operator provides additional 

information about the sale: localization 

of the point of sale, opening hours, 

products sold, etc...

Identification of farms



Organic food

Communication
� Promoting organic products among

citizens/consumers

� Technical information

� Dissemination activities in schools

� Collective catering 



Dissemination activities n 

schools

Lessons on 

nutrition and 

healthy eating

with nutritionists

BIOLOGICOPUGLIA



BIOLOGICOPUGLIA

Organic farming as a way of protecting

resources

Meetings with the School Canteen 

Committees



Activities for schools, aimed to disseminate knowledge

of organic food to pupils and their families (information 

initiatives, farm visits)

Seminar to compare conventional and 

organic foods



Information on legislation, 

inputs and farming

techniques for organic

production
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